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war, to make him a captain; and use what other interest
I conveniently can. I think that is enough, and so tell
him, and don't trouble me with his letters, when I expect
them from MD; do you hear, young women, write to
Presto.
i8.5 I was this morning with Mr. secretary St. John,
and we were to dine at Mr. Harley's alone, about some
business of importance; but there were two or three gentle-
men there. Mr. secretary and I went together from his
office to Mr. Harley's, and thought to have been very
wise; but the deuce a bit, the company staid, and more
came, and Harley went away at seven, and the secretary
and I staid with the rest of the company till eleven; I
would then have had him come away, but he was in for't;
and though he swore he would come away at that flask,
there I left him. I wonder at the civility of these people;
when he saw I would drink no more, he would always
pass the bottle by me, and yet I could not keep the toad
from drinking himself, nor he would not let me go neither,
nor Masham,6 who was with us. When I got home, I
found a parcel directed to me, and opening it, I found a
pamphlet written entirely against myself, not by name, but
against something I writ:7 it is pretty civil, and affects to
his Genuine Works in two handsome qua|to volumes, 1732. One of Pope's
earliest patrons, he was M.P. for Fowey, 1702, and for Cornwall, 171o-i i.
Appointed Secretary at War in Sept. 1710, he was one of the-twelve peers
created in Dec. ,1711 (post, p. 450 n.31), taking the title of Baron Lansdown.
s The Examiner, No. 25 (24), which appeared on 18 Jan., was directed
to expose the vanity of any hopes of an early end to the Tory ascendancy.
6  Samuel Masham, 1679?-! 7 5 8, son of Sir Francis Masham, Bart.,
had been page to the Queen when she was Princess of Denmark, and later
equerry and groom of the bedchamber to Prince George of Denmark. In
1707 he married privately Abigail Hill (post, p. 190 n.), the Queen's favourite;
and in Dec. 1711 he was created Baron Masham. Under George I he was
appointed Remembrancer of the Exchequer, 1716.  Swift became very
friendly with Lord and Lady Masham.  As late as 1733 we find them
inviting him to visit them in London (Corresp. iv. 417).
7  The reference is to William Wotton's The Case of the Present Con-
vocation Consider*d> written in reply to The Examiner for 28 Dec. Swift
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